
The State of Vermont Standard Website Template 

The image below is an instance of the standard template design for the state of Vermont, which will be the base design 
for all websites moving forward. (There is the possibility of significant deviation from this design in cases where there is 
a strong business need, but such exceptions will be rare.)  

 

The basic layout will remain consistent for all state websites, but the functionalities of individual features offer quite a 
bit of flexibility for different types of content. The following pages offer an explanation of the intended use for the 
various elements of the template, and an indication of which elements are required and which are optional.  



 

The Banner 

  

The site banner appears at the upper left of each page on the site. The banner includes the breadcrumbs for the site, the 
approved version of the “Moon Over Mountains” logo, and the name of the site. 

The Quick Tabs 

The quick tabs are intended to be an entry point into the site for three primary audiences. Each tab results in a 
dropdown menu presenting the user with the most frequently accessed or highest priority pages on the site. The titles 
of the tabs are customizable per site but are set at three. The dropdown menus associated with each can take any 
number of sub-items but should be limited to a reasonable number to aid usability. This number will likely vary by site 
and tab. This is an optional element, but would likely be used on all but the smallest sites. 

 

The Image Rotator 

The image rotator is an optional element. It can include up to 4 images with descriptive text. Each image will also act as 
a link to an internal page. This element is usually used by entities with a promotional aspect to their mission and 
probably is not indicated for sites that are primarily of an enforcement, administration or technical nature. 

 



Message Section 

The message section is an optional element intended to provide space for a mission statement or similar.  

 

Main Navigation 

The main navigation is a required element. This is the primary method of navigating the site’s content. All pages on the 
site should exist under this navigation. All other navigation should be a secondary link to pages under these main 
categories.  

This section also includes an area for general contact information and optional links. 

 

  



The Toolbox 

This is an optional element that provides quick access to frequently changing information. Options for this section 
include news releases, events, blogs, FAQs, as well as content specific to the individual site. The buttons at the top take 
the user to aggregation pages for the specified content type. 

 

Secondary Navigation 

This element is optional but should be used on most sites. This section is intended to provide returning users quick 
access to frequently used site content. Titles and menu contents are editable for each site. 

 

  



Widget Rotator 

This optional element provides access to small promotional graphics called widgets. The graphics for widgets must be 
provided by the site owner in order to use this feature. Any number of widgets can be used but the practical limit is 
probably around six.  

 

The Footer 

The footer includes the Translator Dropdown, if required, copyright information, policy links and sharing buttons if 
required. This is a required element but certain features are optional and additional links may be able to be added. 

 

Internal Page Image Rotator 

The internal image rotator is an optional element for landing pages for major sections of the site. It can include up to 4 
images with descriptive text. Each image will also act as a link to a page. This element is usually used for site sections 
with a promotional aspect to their mission and probably is not indicated for sections that are primarily of an 
enforcement, administration or technical nature. 

 

Internal Page Image 

This is an optional element for internal pages with a promotional mission. It includes an image and brief text. 

 

  



Additional Examples 

The following are examples of internal pages.  

Sectional Landing page 

This example shows a second level page in the site structure. This level of page often has some elements from the home 
page and is intended to provide information and secondary navigation for a main section of the website. 

 

 

  



Content Page 

This example shows standard formatting for a lower level page that is actually presenting information. This type of page 
will usually include few elements beyond the required and will include further navigation for the same section of the 
site. 

 

  



The Basic Frame 

It is useful to think about any page within the system as being a basic frame with elements turned on or off. The basic 
frame consists of the top banner, left navigation and footer. All other elements are placed within this frame. 

 

  



The Required Elements 

Very simple sites may consist, even on the front page, of only the required elements. Such a site is shown here. 

 


